CENTRALIST  AND  FEDERALIST   FORGES  AT  WEIMAR
important " special rights ". From the point of view of national unity these rights were now much more dangerous than those granted by Bismarck. For these new cc special rights " did not deal merely with improved conditions of promotion for Bavarian civil servants or officers : they implied real and extra-constitutional powers for the forces in actual control of Bavaria. These powers had evidently been asked for and granted with a view to the relation of forces in a possible civil war. On the other hand., for this very reason, there was little more danger of separatism. The officers of the Bavarian division who, on October 22, 1923, had taken the anti-constitutional oath as ordered by the Bavarian government, had acted not as Bavarian separatists, but as pan-German Fascist rebels. And the Bavarian Conservatives who agreed at Homburg with Ebert, Seeckt and Strcscmann evidently asked for no more than a certain share in administering the new reactionary Germany.
An essential condition of the agreement was the overthrow of most of such democratic self-government as still survived after the defeats the German revolution had sustained in 1919 and 1920. It was a rather childish illusion to imagine that a Germany controlled by Big Business would in the long run show more regard for the conflicting interests of the Bavarian peasants than it had done for those of the Central German workers. Perhaps Cardinal Faulhaber and similar people, when taking their decisions during these years, were already thinking less of the Bavarian peasants than of the role political Catholicism was to play in establishing a semi-Fascist German regime. If such were the motivation of their policy, it was successful for a few years longer.                     x
The action of Ebert and Stresemann, both in appeasing the Bavarian mutiny and in removing the Central German Socialist state governments, cannot stand up to serious examination under German constitutional law. Preuss, whose sympathies were by no means with the left-wingers, rather understated the case when he remarked that, by not intervening in Bavaria, the Federal Government had forfeited its right to take action against the much less serious offences of some members of the Saxon government. For the equality of all member-states in their relations with the Federation was an obvious principle of the Constitution.1 This being taken for granted, it ought to be
1 Article, " Sachsen, Preussen, und das Reich ", in Urn die Reichsverfassung von Weimar, Berlin, 1924, p. 4.0.